Recently emerged brook charr foraging in still-water pools along the sides of streams tend to be either sedentary, feeding from the lower portion of the water column (a sit-and-wait tactic) near the stream bank, or very active, feeding from the upper portion of the water column (an active search tactic) away from the bank. We tested whether the search tactics used by charr in the field represent behavioural syndromes related to activity and space use. After quantifying the behaviour of fish in the field, focal individuals were captured and their behaviour quantified in novel environment experiments in the laboratory. In an aquarium, individuals that used an active search tactic in the field spent a higher proportion of time moving, spent less time near the aquarium bottom, and took less time to find their way out of an erect glass jar, on average, than did individuals that used a sit-and-wait tactic in the field. When presented with near-bank and open-water conditions over 6 days in the laboratory, individuals that used an active search tactic in the field remained active and altered their activity less, on average, than individuals that used a sit-and-wait tactic in the field. Immediate responses to a pebble dropped in the aquarium (simulated risk from above) were not correlated with field behaviour. The search tactics used by brook charr in the field reflect part of a behavioural syndrome related to general activity and space use, but not to startle responses. These initial, individual differences in behaviour provide important raw material for the initial stages of resource polymorphism.
Over the past decade, several prominent reviews have emphasized that individuals within a population can differ markedly in their behaviour (e.g. Boissy 1995; Bolnick et al. 2003; Sih et al. 2004 ). These behavioural differences can reflect diversity beyond that expected based on differences in body size or sex. Understanding the proximate mechanisms and ecological and evolutionary consequences of such differences represents an important research need. The individual differences challenge widely encountered notions that behaviour is infinitely flexible, that individual differences in behaviour represent nonadaptive variation around a single optimal phenotype, and that individuals can be treated as ecologically equivalent in models of population dynamics and food webs (Bolnick et al. 2003; Dall et al. 2004; Sih et al. 2004 ). Individual differences in behaviour can reflect underlying genetic differences (Dingemanse et al. 2002 (Dingemanse et al. , 2003 and provide the raw material upon which natural selection can act (Réale & Festa-Bianchet 2003) . Such variation in behaviour may facilitate divergence in other phenotypic characters, such as morphology (Robinson & Wilson 1994; Imre et al. 2002) , and even be involved in rapid speciation (Bolnick et al. 2003) .
The emerging framework of behavioural syndromes provides a formal, integrative method for characterizing
